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Cost:  About $90-150 per square foot, installed.

Installation:  Concrete must be poured and cured prior to installation and weighs
about as much as granite surfacing, so it can be difficult to install and has
little to no room for error. Concrete also requires some hefty demolition
should the counter need to be removed.

Durability: Because concrete is porous, it must be sealed. Cutting utensils and
heat can damage the sealant.
Maintenance: Concrete will get hairline cracks, which may or may not become an
issue depending on how well the surface was made. Typical care involves
regularly waxing, anywhere from monthly to quarterly. A bad or
damaged seal can cause the concrete to stain easily.
Healthand A concrete countertop that isn't properly sealed or maintained can
Environment:  harbor bacteria. Each manufacturer mixes their concrete with a different
“recipe’, so the environmental impact can vary from mixture to mixture.
If cement is used (usually about 12 percent of a mix), the CO2 emissions
can be a concern. Substitutions for cement are widely available and
concrete does not emit harmful chemicals.
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Cost:  $10-30 per square foot for materials, $35-70 per square foot installed.
Inlays and cutting tiles will increase the cost.

Installation:  There are two fundamental ways of installing tile countertops. One
involves wire mesh, a cement base, and a thin layer of cement and sand,
followed by careful placement of tiles, and finished with grout. The other
way uses a cement backer board, which can accommodate a more
professional quality of installation. A base is screwed to the counter and
the backer board is then screwed and glued onto it. Tiles are installed on
this base and grouted. Poor installation can cause tiles to move or pop
up, expose uneven edges or require more maintenance.

Durability: Tile is susceptible to scratches and chipping, especially around the edges,
but can last if well maintained and cared for. Damaged tiles can be
chise led out and replaced.
Maintenance: The grout of the tile requires the most care and attention. Sealing and
regular cleaning is necessary to keep the grout from becoming
discolored and dirty.
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Healthand Grout will attract mold if not regularly sealed and cleaned!
Environment:  Grout is highly porous and usually demands regularly thorough
cleanings. Ceramic tiles can be made with up to 70% recycled
materials, which can help to offset the high amount of energy
necessary to fire the materials and to ship them.

DIRT w

Cost:  Very inexpensive, free if you have a good source.
Installation:  Mildly labor intensive but doesn’t require any professional training or
tools.
Maintenance: Frequent trips to the back yard yield a renewed surface. Soap and water
not recommended.
Healthand Usually considered to be the most environmentally friendly surface on
Environment: the planet!
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